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INTRODUCTION 


This report was requested by the Hon. F. C. Colborne, as outlined 
in the memo in Appendix C. The request was made to obtain more information 
for use by the Alberta Housing Corporation in assessing the need to parti- 
cipate in a housing program in the Conklin Area. Additional background 
information is included in the appendices. 

Information in this report was collected from secondary sources. It 
is not contemplated to make a field trip to the area, although this could 
be arranged if further documentation is required. 

Mr. Lloyd Sereda of our office prepared this report in consultation 
with officials of a number of government departments. While information 
is sparse in a number of critical areas, particularily in the social field, 
the report contains most of the strategic economic indicators for assess-~ 
ing the economic viability of the community. 

The report progresses through two major sections: (1) The report 
proper, addresses itself to background data of a rather general nature. In 
general terms, this section describes the population characteristics of 
the area and examines the economic base; (2) The second portion of the 
report, (APPENDIX B) consists of the results and interpretation of a 
housing study conducted by the Metis Association of Alberta with co-op- 
eration of H.R.D.A. In this section, the information is specific, dealing 
specifically with the subject of housing. Information in this section 
pertains only to householders of Metis extraction. 

It is hoped that the information contained herein will be of assis-~ 
tance to you. APPENDIX B especially,is current data, compiled just 


prior to this writing. 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 


https://archive.org/details/ableg_33398004610787 


CONKLIN; A BRIEF SOCIO-ECONOMIC REPORT 


The community of Conklin is situated on the Northern Alberta Railway 
line in Township 76, Range 7, West of the Fourth Meridian. it is located 
‘in the northwest corner of the township. To the west is the railway, to 
the east is Christina River and Christina Lake. There are some forestry 
truck trails but no roads link the community to the provincial highway 
system. Access may be gained to the community via the railway or by alt. 


The settlement consists of some 30 families; nearly all are Metis. 


THE POPULATION 
Age - Sex 


Various agencies have been interested in the populations of isolated 
communities. The latest population count for Conklin is available from 
Alberta Government Telephones. According to this source, Conklin had 
a population of 129 in 1968. Unfortunately, this source does not contain 
a breakdown of the total population by age groups and sex. D.B.S. publish 
such a breakdown but the information is less recent and the computer print 
out reports for an enumeration area which roughly corresponds to the 
old 1.D. 121 (less area occupied by the Primrose Lake Air Weapons Range). 

In 1966, this area contained a total 170 persons. The total was 


subdivided as follows: 


POPULATION OF THE CONKLIN 
ENUMERATION AREA BY SEX AND AGE 


_ Me) Se US) Steps SP ee) (ee) 


Age Total Male Female 
No. v4 No. % No % 
Qua. 4 35 20.6 16 16.0 19 a7 
5oae 9 28 16.5 17 1716 1] 15 
10-14 18 10.6 1] 10 7 10. 
15-19 15 8.8 9 9.0 6 8. 
20-24 13 7.6 8 8.0 5 7: 
20534 15 8.8 10 10.0 5 ane 
35-44 1] 6.6 5 5.0 6 8. 
45-5h 15 8.8 10 10.0 5 re 
55-64 13 7.6 10 10.0 3 h 
65-69 2 12 1 1.0 | hy 
70 & + 5 2.9 3 3.0 2 De 
TOTAL 170 100.0 100 100.0 70 100.0 


source: (DaBoS. 
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The male to female ratio indicates a typical,’ tronties characteristic 
O1:70.7): 
The following breakdown may give some insight into the reason for 


Ens ratio: 


HOUSEHOLDS BY SIZE 
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Of 36 households, there are 10 non-family units. Clearly, there is 
a preponderance of non-family and very large households, a characteristic 


of areas with lone woodsmen and large native families. 


Conklin is a physically isolated community, accessible only by rail 

and air. ‘The community is between the Ft. McMurray and Lac La Biche trading 
| area. Since goods and services move from south to north in the general 
area, Lac La Biche would be a supplier of essential goods and services. 
Conklin would be within the fringe reception area of C.B.X. Radio of 
Edmonton. Television reception,telephones,and electricity are not available 
to most residents. 

The surface of the area is fairly flat to undulating and covered with 
muskeg and brush. The climate is boreal with an average of about 16 to 
20 inches of precipitation (water equilvalent) annually; 12 to 14-inches 
fall between April and August. The soil structure, annual growing season, 
topography, and isolation of the area combine to preclude any major agri- 
eulituralactivity. 

Natural resources are relatively sparse and their inaccessibility 
makes economic exploitation in the near future unlikely. Management units 
Lh and L5 of the Lac La Biche Forest are the most accessible timber areas 
relative to Conklin. The total sustained yield of these two units is not 
expected to exceed 5 mmfbm. (Neither are programmed for exploitation be- 


cause the good stands of timber within the areas are small and scattered, 
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causing their value relative to presently-exploited units to be considered 
as slight by lumber operators). Lakes Christina and Winefred are access- 
ible to Conklin residents. Theiy economic potential will be discussed at 
some length presently. The community is situated on the southern fringe of 
the Athabasca Tar Sands but oil-extracting activities are centered at Ft. 
McMurray and are not expected to have any economic consequences for Conklin 
in the foreseeable future. Other activities associated with the petro- 
chemical industry are neglegible at present. Recreation and Jourism are 
not developed because of the nature of access to the area. 

Some cultural intrusions have been made into the area. The Northlands 
School Division operates a school catering to Grades 1 through 8. Cur- 
rently, there are two teachers and an enrollment of 41. Children wishing 
to continue beyond Grade 8 must leave the area to attend residential schools 
in populated centres. 

The Alberta Department of Lands & Forests maintains a forestry lookout 
tower approximately 4 miles east of the community, two residences in the 
community and one storage shed. At present, one part-time lookout mans the 
tower during summer months. Departmental buildings are used by additional 
staff during high forest fire risk periods and by travelling staff. The 
Department maintains an airstrip in the community and Christina Lake is 
accessible to float-equipped aircraft. There is a radio-telephone in one 
of the Lands & Forests buildings. 

A trader in the community, whose store doubles as a post office, 
Operates its only commercial outlet. 


The following is an inventory of buildings in the settlement: 


Owner or Tennant * No. of Type Conditions 
Buildings 


Dept. of Lands & Forests 3 Frame Good 

Northlands School Div. 2 ch " 

N.A.R. (Section Gang Bldgs. h ut A 
(Trader) — 1 a tt 

Church l ss : 

Private .Residences 32 Log & Frame Faire to. Poor 

* Information supplied by agencies active in the area. 


eet abel, F... Northlands) 


v ‘D ¥ Tr r 
mi) 
j } 2 


n 
" 


juny 


mh * aa ; hi . ee Sol H ae 
srobiangy eal ot atid Bed tolqes “Vf mae oi evi nd tot me oe" 


\ rsga7e cre Ben tant Baw eat e2 py avenge dyaterade! tod phe 
evo od Ti tw fig ceegog at aie eae viewt: og ht yor. At Taq 


‘tudyuoe off 40. Webeur'te at Va elim | ‘@hT gee 8g, 
Sei’ 


giro 


ue 5 9 a weigh 346 oatse aiken tio’ find ety wine aut pine, 

J “eh geongupoems Tmo ee | OY batowqes 200 a4 ‘bee i 
1} botyalsoven eal ts! ryse 4a .omgut sidageeaio? 
eijastast aye wm Ye ofl palgoan at) Ye ewbe i te 
“ary a oer Yeo, sothagiy ett sis tw augoad sa 
wT .se5e arty otnt shaw nope oval aelenieet {erug tes — 
8 dgyorda t eabaws ot mineyes laege & sebeteqo: Hote wid, F 
‘ett tb %e sink tenets v6 bow anvtoged Gwe s16 ovat vf 
nebiany | a Oy. eels ond gvent-xoum 8 hig Doane) pues ” 
. Ey say Yh, om . ov ineg, bars tv og 
4) a taf Y ace Sk 3 ébne.) Yo Inomdseqsd st yd fA or | 
bh Ww? .¥ we odd: Yo: fsaa eal # ylos valnorage 10 
ene 2 J T omta inee oak 1n9297q EL bert. Sete sng bre Wipe 
. iyfhtea vet boew 69a 2onibliud tagnemy agat . . enseom venme prt whi » 
) lieve yd aie abot ; jlaly aa}? dege? deld poi rub | 


. ‘ a, ® ¢ een | r * . _ 
enisvey ta y linwoms-orly al @aisgesie ae en) sant Gem a4 


L , : ; 
cy) Hilaelot-of be 6. ef. fT .ctersto beqglups? toot) 6} 2 
. ay me 4 fel fud 27291904 3 abn 
) ) 200 6 a6 duct svova szatw , Vem oy Pree 
jaftwo lelovaums ylao sf 
oy 1 9 eit al tentbiivd.to yiodeeval a6 ot enalwol ta? 
' , 
) > 
nat fibae3 . any? to . On ras a Anenant 
A | eont bt iad : i 
i Hod pene 74 steal. 3 soa 
" r ; "9 VAG Pear 
=< +4 if 


e 

ey g 

es i nm i -egble ened noly 
i ey tS 
J | As 

100) G2-9)89 mot 2 HOd) 64) by ) i I 


‘ 


rorr ont al atoein “on 


ay: KP ild310 


eta 


NATURAL RESOURCES 
Fish 


he eocnomic activity for which Conklin is most! noted is fishing: 


Two lakes, Christina and Winefred, are within relatively easy reach of 


the local residents. Christina Lake is located just east of the commun- 
ity, while the larger and more productive Winefred Lake is in the order 
of 15-20 miles southeast by truck trail. Production statistics on the two 


lakes are given below: 


CHRISTINA LAKE 76-6-W4 
Year Lice Tullibee Perch PlCKere iim Ke Whitefish Total 
bey de oleae 4,220 OpHy So A BAO Ae sie Soy 7) 
56/57 6 7,290 IeeZ Os el. WhO 25,741 36,566 
57/58 7 Wee 140 275005 27,380 
58/59 8 28 ,800 308 1 25,944 55,063 
59/60 7 22,000 669 4,884 26,292 53,845 
60/61 6 22,500 480 702 87 23,501 47.270 
61/62 6 13,925 527 12,426 4&4 has eerie 49,04] 
62/63 6 9,300 16,919 5,640 10,381 42,240 
63/64 7 16,810 4,979 «1,421 5,261 28 471 
64/05 Ver 6 Vo 00 2S Oa. Aloe) 15305 ZaOy f 
65/66 9 3,015 782 Sro4Gm.6. 700 3,288 228,510 
66/67 2 8 ,800 100 2,859 530 L570 1k, 240 
Total 78 152,460 ] ie 58,551 29,837 189,688 433,075 
Average 6.5 13,860 h72. Heo; Om Mn uoom = ho too, 36,090 
WINEFRED LAKE 75-4-W 
Year Pic. Mixed Pickerel/ Pike Whitefish Total 
Se hed Walleye 
68/59 12 3,652 14,533 23,625 84,605 126,415 
59/60 6 9,907 38,147 ho,833 124,849 2135736 
60/61 6 36,305 59,870 70,135 203,279 369 634 
61/62 3 BeOO0: ht e02s 34 642 188 ,729 236,394 
62/63 4 =32,,640 27 ,820 101,915 87; 595 249, 970 
63/64 3 --- 420 --- es 420 
64/65 - 10,000 5,000 14,000 6,000 35,000 
65/66» 16 --- 14,220 27 435 4 620 HOn2/ 
66/67. 23 48,608 9,141 35 ,000 25 967 96,651 
p7/60, 27 39,812 4 694 23,998 66,140 2S 
68/69 Be) 160557 5,112 B61 27 63 ,870 146,896 
69/70 - 3,500 6 503 eels 22000 sue 54 320 
Total 108 202,026 194,483 421,027 878,674 1,698,290 
Average 11 16,835 16,373 Srepos Fo 02 a, 524 
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For over a year, Winefred Lake has been classed as a ‘trophy lake', and 
as such, it has been closed to commercial fishermen. ee ones Po nee a 
trophy lake may have commercial restrictions removed for the purpose of 
extracting fish which have a commercial value, but are not considered game 
fish (eg. whitefish). For two weeks during the 1970-71 season, the lake 
was Open to commercial fishing and a quantity of whitefish was taken out. 
However, it cannot be expected to provide a stable income for commercial 
Fishermen in the future. 

The average, combined total catch of Christina and Winefred Lakes 
has been roughly 180,000 Ibs. of fish. At an average price of some 13¢ 
per pound, this amount could be translated into approximately $24,000. 

The catch could have supported six fishermen at a $4,000 gross annual in- 
come level. With expenses of some $500 per annum for equipment, the net 
income to six fishermen would be roughly $3,500. If Christina Lake, only, 
is to be fished commercially, the 40,000 1b. of fish (average annual catch) 
could support one commercial fisherman at a gross income level of $5,200 
or a net income of some $4,700. 

Even if Winefred Lake were not a trophy lake, its value as a commer- 
cial fishery would still be dubious. Firstly, whitefish are the most de- 
sireable species for human consuption but Winefred Lake whitefish are 
infested with cysts of the pike tapeworm, triaenophorus crassus at an 
infestation rate so high that they cannot be sold as human food. Secondly, 
coarse fish which could be used as animal food (largest market would be the 
mink ranching operations) are priced so low that the inevitable transpor- 
‘taion. costs from Winefred to the market would make this fishery uneconom- 
ical. A possibility that may be worthy of consideration by former fish- 
ermen of the area is to change their vocation to that of guides and outfit- 
ters. The area's tourist potential will be discussed presently. 

Lumber | 

Conklin is located on the border between two Lac La Biche forest man- 
agement units, L4 and L5. The combined sustained yield of the two units is 
estimated at 5 mmfbm. This amount could provide work for as many as 10 
men on a full-time basis. (i.e. 10 man year equivalents). To date, the 
forest potential of these management units has not been tapped. Firstly, 
the area is realitvely unaccessible. For practical purposes, the railway 


is the only transportation link. Within the area, a few truck trails 
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link the various installations of the Department of Lands and Forests. One 
would require a 4-wheel drive vehicle to negotiate these roads. Secondly, 
location of commercial timber stands surround lakes and streams scatter- 
ed throughout the area. Between the stands of good timber are large tracts 
of muskeg and brush. In other words, there are numerous obstacles to the 
economic exploitation of a rather sparse resource. 
Tourism 

As with other kinds of economic activity, the area's inaccessibility 
is a serious obstacle to the development of tourism. Once in Conklin, 
Winefred Lake can be reached without great difficulty via the forestry 
road. Aside from the trophy-sized fish, the lake offers numerous sandy 
beaches and clear water. The highest water temperature of 61°F would, how- 
ever, discourage all but the hardiest swimmers. Other water-based activities 
such as sailing,cruising, and water-skiiing are possible although the lake 
is not well protected from the wind and sudden storms may present a con- 
siderable danger to small craft. 

Winefred Lake is 44 feet deep at its deepest point. More than 70% 
of the lake is deeper than 20 feet. The surface of the lake, excluding 
islands, is 46.3 sq. mi. Its maximum length is 12.5 miles; maximum width 
is 8.5 miles. The 46 miles of its shoreline consists mainly of rock but 
there are at least 6 excellent sand beaches. The land adjacent to the 
shore supports heavy growths of spruce, pine, aspen poplar, birch, and 
willows. Several treed muskegs occur along patches of shoreline. 

In water composition, Winefred Lake resembles most the waters. of 
Lac Ste. Anne, a resort lake west of Edmonton. The water is relatively soft, 
has little dissolved solid material, and is relatively clean. Of the fish 
netted in a sample, 49% could be considered as game fish (walleye, perch, 
pike); the remainder consisted of whitefish, suckers, tullibee, and ling. 
Ratcs of growth were calculated for several species. Winefred Lake is 
about average is sustaining fish growth when compared with other Alberta 
lakes. 

In addition to water-based recreational activities, the area offers 
a substantial amount of big game such as bear, moose, and caribou. 
Wild Fur Trapping | | 

Beaver and muskrat could be considered the mainstays of the trapping 


economy. All that could be concluded from the very sparse information 
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available is that the area surrounding Conklin should support a substantial 
population of fur-bearing animals. A good deal of the area is muskeg and 
the remainder is under dense vegetative cover. No statistics are avail- 


able with regard to the pelts taken or their value to the trappers. 


SUMMARY 


Conklin Settlement, were it not located on the N.A.R., would be a 
totally isolated community. In spite of its location on a major northern 
transportation link, it is still culturally, socially and economically 
isolated from the rest of Alberta society. Economially, the inhabitants 
have been gaining a livelihood from traditional hunting, fishing, and 
trapping. Socially, the inhabitants, a relatively closely-knit group, 
seem to cling to their isolation as though believing that the relative 
physical isolation could prevent cultural transplantation. 

Throughout the province, fur trapping is obviously not the lucrative 
business it once was. As has been indicated, the other natural resources 
in the area have a very limited potential to provide work and remuneration. 
It is therefore, difficult to visualize Conklin becoming anything other than 
a stagnating community whose residents become increasingly more dependent 
upon social assistance for the goods and services essential for the main- 


tenance Of a minimal standard of life. 
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APPENDIX A 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON HOUSEHOLDS 


OWNERSHIP & TYPE OF HOUSES 


J0ta1. i. A. Single Detached Owned Rented 
36 36 25 1] 


HOUSEHOLDS BY SIZE (No. of Persons) 


ee 5 6 7. 8 8) Oa. “Average 
10 5 q ye 2 1 1 0 qh 5 hiey 
HOUSEHOLD TYPES 

Total Primary Extra Person 2-Family b=Person HH. 

36 21 19 5 16 
FAMILES BY NO. OF PERSONS 

Total A pees 13. Pienos eos se 8 ge + Average 

a ~ 9 L y 3 B 1 ] on 5.1 


TOTAL PERSONS IN FAMILIES: 158 


FAMILES BY NO. OF UNMARRIED CHILDREN 


4 — 


Total 0 ] 2 3 y 5 6 ‘a 8 G9 & + Average 
31 8 q 5 3 3 1 ] 3 1 y a 
TOTAL NO. OF CHILDREN: 96 
UNMARRIED CHILDREN BY AGE 
Total Less Than 5 Less Than 6 6 : in AS 18 19 - 2h 
96 bie: hy) 39) 8 8 


FAMILES BY TYPE 


Total Primary Extended 
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FAMILES BY AGE AND SEX OF THE HEAD 
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APPENDIX B 


The following is a set of tables, the result of a housing survey con- 
ducted by the Metis Association of Alberta. Information contained therein 
pertains only to the households within the immediate Conklin Settlement 
and only to householders of Metis extraction. The information is recent 
(as yet unpublished) and should be invaluable in providing a fairly 
accurated description of the community situation, both physical, and to 
a lesser extent, social. 

The information is used by permission of Mr. Stan Daniels, President, 
Metis Association of Alberta, and Mr. William Gibbons, Project Leader, of 
the Housing Survey Team. To both, I wish to express my gratitude. 

Numbered pages of the following section are reproductions of a com- 
puter printout, the results of a questionnaire. Pages following wiil con- 
tain a number and the letter 'A'. These are interpretations of the results. 


For example, Page '2 A' interprets the results of the printout Page 2. 
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THE METIS ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA 


*KHOUSING SURVEY*%% 


Community No.: 27 
Economic Base: 3 


Households Responding: 18 


- |A - 


THE METIS ASSOCIATION OF ALBERTA ~- The Association conducted the sur- 
vey. H.R.D.A. offered the author as a resource person for this project. 
Contribution of H.R.D.A. was in the form of assistance in research program 


design and all of the data processing. 


COMMUNTTY NO.2 27 - Gonktlin 


ECONOMIC BASE: 3 - the lowest possible in terms of job creating resources 
available. 


HOUSEHOLDS RESPONDING: 18 - sample size (not necessarily 100% in all com- 
munities but as large as possible). 


sul i 


en, 


“Tye ott butavhnas altel oazed oft > praesn 0 fe 
ie Pets Et "} } , fa vs > nes mata t OF Waly? » 6 rotten _ J ine in 
eipc1 doteniws of agpeteale2n to anvest ate af Pear A.W, BW) 
| went2ay sadiaad ere: ae Yo th 

’ | A 

| atidned ~ fs. + Oi 

10287 Onldeat> dol TO wtrad of aidiaedy teswel edz € Rey bite 
oz wc a hog ¢ tied ae! 
OOf yl | yeei@epoen ton) onthe algmmee ~ FF > OMPaMOTZOR BOI0Ks 
i? ’ " sfeTdTeseq em spel ag dud 2979 loan 


Mn 


HOUSEHOLD SIZE: 


*THE OCCUPANTS* 


THE TOTAL NO. OF PEOPLE AFFECTED, (HOUSEHOLDERS AND DEPENDANTS): 


A DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSEHOLDS BY SIZE 


(NO. OF MEMBERS) 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

7 0 2 ) 3 
38209490 O102 "Malihehhcd £0707 16.67% 

(8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 

1 2 0 0 l 
SSO sept elic 0.0% 0.0% 5.562% 

(V5 eh) (N) 

0 18 
0.0% 


THE AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD SIZE: 4.39 
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THE OCCUPANTS - a section heading. This heading indicates that the 


section examines the human rather than the material aspects of housing. 
THE TOTAL NO. OF PEOPLE AFFECTED:- a sum of household members. 


A DISTRIBUTION HOUSEHOLDS BY SIZE - a distribution of households by 
number of members. The bracketed numbers across the top of the table repre- 
sent the household sizes in terms of the number of members. Corresponding 
numbers below the bracketed ones represent the frequencies with which the 
particular household size occurs. (N) is the total number of households 
(in all cases) that have responded to the question. 

The average household size is relatively smal] (near the national and 
provincial. averages). In the ‘household size distribution! table and fn 
other areas of the report, there are indications that Conklin has numerous 
single old age pensioners ( 9 persons of 16 households) and the sex ratio 


weighted in the direction of males presents problems in family formation. 
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CROWDING INDEX (CROSSTABS) 
NO. OF MEMBERS/SQ. FT. (100'S) 


HOUSEHOLD | | 
Sees (1) 2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (V0) (0) 2) 3) ea) Ses ae 

S0eerr. 1. 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

5.56% - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

ae 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

~ 5.56% = - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

ee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pe iy- 5 563- = 5.563. | - - - - - - - - - 

~ 

eas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 E601) oie Shes z 5 - 5.56% 5.56% 5.56% - - - - - : 

ame 0 ee <0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

= : 55504 = 5.56% = = - % : © 5.56% ~ = < 

6 0 0 0 ON 0 0 0. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

- - - - ae - - - - - - - - - - 

me 0 0 0 i 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

- - = - 5.563% - - - 5.56% - - - - - 

— 

Ber 76 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

$0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

: - - - - 5.56% : - - : 

io 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

is 20 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
12,6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 
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CROWDING INDEX - a cross~tabulation of household size by the floor 
Sreano) the houses Occupied. Frequéne!es occurring te’ the right of the 
line indicate that the households are overcrowded in terms of floor area 
according to the most 'minimum' of minimum standards. The further right 
of the line, the more severe the crowding problem. In this sample, more 


than half of the households are overcrowded. 
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CROWDING INDEX - In thiscase the household sizes are cross-tabula- 
ted by housesizes in terms of the number of rooms. The dotted line is 
the very minimum standard: The solid line is probably a more realistic 
CULZOTT poOmt. (Single room accommodations are considered unsuitable 
even for single people). From 3 A, it is clear that too many households 
force their members into a too close proximity in a very much confined 
space. From 4 A, it is clear that househo!d members cannot enjoy even a 


nominal amount of privacy. 
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CROSSTABS - In this case, the availability of the most basic house- 
hold necessity is cross-tabulated by household sizes. At least half of 


the households are crowding too many people into too few beds. 
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THE HOUSES - This section deals with the physical/material aspect 


of housing. 


STRUCTURE TYPE - Nearly two-thirds of the houses are of log con- 
Struction. This is one of the highest proportions of log houses of any 


community surveyed. 


AGE - Houses in Conklin are old. More than half are 20 years old or 


older. 


WORTH(ESTIMATED VALUE) - Few householders would estimate the market 
value. The average value was estimated at $5 M, but in consideration of 
their size, structure type, and general condition, this can be thought 


of as a gross overestimate of the average resulting from a poor response. 
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A DISTRIBUTION BY SIZE - The moda] house (a case occurring most 
Given) sis one with a floor area of 400 sq. feet. in fact, two-thirds of 
the households occupy houses of 400 sq. ft. or less. This may not appear 
too pressing a problem as two-thirds of households have five members or 
less, except thatathe cross-tabulation (3A) indicates that “house 
sizes are poorly matched to family sizes. In any event, only one house 


(900 sq. ft.) approaches an average house size in most urban communities. 


ROOMS - The moda} houses in Conklin have two rooms; nearly two-thirds 


of the houses have two rooms or less. 


Only three houses have attached porches; none have basements; and 


none have baths. Nearly two-thirds of the houses have tarpaper-covered 


roofs. 
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TOILET FACILITIES - All citizens of Conklin are obliged to use a 


privy. 


WALLS(EXTERIOR) - Two-thirds of the houses have walls of logs, the 


remainder are mostly plywood. 


WALLS (INTERIOR) -. Most of the houses are finished on the inside 


with plywood or hardboard or some other composition material. 


FLOORING - Surprisingly, a large proportion of the houses had floors 


covered with linoleum or tile. 
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FOUNDATION - Hardly any of the houses had any foundations at all. 


HEAT ~ Nearly all of the houses were heated by airtight heaters. 


Almost all combine heating and cooking facilities. 


WATER - All but one household received water from a well and all house- 
holds were obliged to store their short term water supplies in containers 
in the home. All the respondents thought the water supply was free of 


contamination. 
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GARBAGE DISPOSAL - Only one household disposed of refuse by burning; 


the remainder either threw their garbage on a communal heap or disposed of 


it out of sight in the woods. 


WINDOWS(KIND). - Only 10% (approx.) of the houses had a full set of 
glass-paned windows with full storm panes throughout. The remainder had 


windows of various descriptions and compositions. 


WINDOWS (NO.) - Understandably, small houses have few windows. 


RUNNING WATER ~ None of the houses had running water or electricity. 
op i Ba Oh 


FUEL - Wood is used almost exclusively for heating and cooking. 
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CONDITION - A section heading - In this section the dwellings and 
concomitent facilities are evaluated. The answers are partially subjec- 
tive and partially objective. Respondents were asked for their value 
judgements on various portions of and conveniences in their houses. These 
responses were tempered with the judgements of the trained interviewers 


where such judgements were applicable. 


GENERAL CONDITION - One half of the houses were in such poor con- 
dition that they did not merit a status of ‘satisfactory dwellings' 


either before or after any possible improvements. 


ROOFING - Most of the roofs would appear to be fairly sound. Although 
- CHIMNEY such was not the case for the chimneys. 
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WINDOWS ~ Nearly two-thirds of the houses had windows and interior 

- INTERIOR WALLS walls that were either beyond repair or in very 
poor repair. Windows are generally too small, lacking glass panes, storm 
panes, or they cannot be fastened securely. Interior walls are generally 


un.Peinted log or plywood. 
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CONDITION OF FLOOR - Many floors were unpainted; not covered with 
tile (or other suitable material), and many suffered from moisture damage 


as a result of the absence of proper basements or foundations. 


SLEEPING FACILITIES - In support of previous observations (5 PO) tee 
majority of the householders were unsatisfied with their sleeping 
facilities. There were too few beds, too little room to put them, and 


not sufficient privacy. 


HEATING FACILITIES - Approximately 10% of the dwellings had adequate 


heating facilities. 


FIRE HAZARDS - One-third of. the households had heating facilities 
that were clearly dangerous, in that they could easily be the causes of 


future fires. 
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INCOME - Section heading - This section examines the monthly income 
of householders to discover the source of income and the nature of its 


distribution among the householders. 


THE AVERAGE - This measure is not Particularly descriptive 
of the income situation. However, Conklin does have one of the lowest 


average (per householder) incomes of any area surveyed. 


PEOPLE - Just over one-quarter of the total income of all respondents 
came from wages or salaries and this was earned by only one-eighth of 
the householders responding. Roughly a third of the total number of dollars 
generated in the community came from social assistance payments. The 
remainder of the money, as well, came from one form of social security 
scheme or another. While only one-eighth of the households reported 
wages, 50% were receiving between 80% and 100% of their monthly income in 


social assistance payments. 


INCOME DISTRIBUTION - Almost one-fifth of the householders had monthly 
incomes below $100. More than one-half of the households had incomes of 
less than $200 per month. The mod@l income class was the $100-$200 class 


and the median income was $182.50. 


Fram all tables, it is quite evident that 16 of 18 houses will require 
rebuilding or major repairs (88.9%). Or, to put it another way, about 
11-12% of the households have the minimum housing standards fulfilled 
(electricity, baths, water, and sewerage facilities not withstanding). At 
the same time, the total income distribution table indicates that only 
12.5% of the households had incomes such that they could 'afford' home 
improvements. It would seem safe to conclude that those householders who 


could afford better housing, already have better housing. 
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QUESTIONS ON ATTITUDES AND TENURE - section heading - This section 
deals with attitudes concerning the settlement or area occupied, atti- 


tudes toward moving, etc. 


OWNED HOUSES ~- Most respondents owned their houses. 


LAND OWNERSHIP ~- Only six of the householders responding were 


aware that the land they occupied was crown property. 


LENGTH OF STAY - All the householders responding had lived in 


thevarea allnor “thetr lives. 


SATISFACTION WITH THE AREA - The respondents were unanimous in 

- WILLINGNESS TO MOVE expressing their satisfaction with the 

~ LEASED LAND area. None were willing to move. The 
question regarding moving was worded in such a way that moving was 
made very attractive. (e.g. Would the respondent move if he were 
certain of a job or a training or retraining program entrance, better 


housing, schools, shopping facilities, etc.?) 
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OWNED LAND - Obviously some confusion existed in the minds of 
the respondents regarding the ownership of land. Legally, they are 
Squatters but they believe the land they occupy is theirs by right 


of occupation. 


DESIRE TO OWN LAND - Although the respondents believed they owned 


land, they did recognize that their ownership was not ‘legal! 
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ABILITY TO BUILD OWN HOUSE - Only one-sixth of the respondents expres- 
sed a desire or ability to build their own house. By comparison with 
other communities, this proportion is rather low. In all likelihood, the 
respondents answering in the affirmative to this question are expressing 


their ‘ability’ rather than 'destre'. 


CO-OP - Nearly 90% of the respondents expressed a wish to see a 
housing project undertaken by a co-operative. No doubt, many wanted to 
be included in such a project as indicated by the enthusiastic response to 


questions concerning prefabricated houses. 


IMPROVEMENTS - Some 60% of the respondents thought that their houses 
could and should be repaired. This response does not include needs for 
enlargement, nor does it exclude. the two houses which appear to be in ex- 
cellent repair. Of the 15-16 houses which are not in good repair, the 
respondents considered that 5-6 were beyond repair. However, according 
to: (11 A), 9 houses are beyond repair. The latter figure is most prob- 
aeiy correct... An ambiquity arises because {11 A) ts an affirmation of an 
observable fact while 17 A requires the respondent to consider not only 


the condition of his dwelling but also what he can do to improve it. 


DISTRIBUTION OF HOUSES BY $100's FOR REPAIR - This question was poorly 
answered and the reason is fairly clear. Very few of the respondents have 
had much experience in the construction trade or with contemporary con- 
struction techniques. It is my opinion that the funds for housing repairs 


are grossly underestimated by respondents. 


SUMMARY 


Of the communities surveyed, Conklin has one of the worst housing sit-~ 
uations. The houses are of poor construction, severely overcrowded, and 


totally lacking in amenities. The settlers do not have any formally rec~ 


: . a. 
a oY - ) ie . 
| (uy Sat ee eee 
iimwdrcgeas aad Ye eater wi Veen 4 ae, 0-0, reel yt 
, 4 ' F Ors 
biw. re? SHAY ya serncsl an 7 hapet ; whe ‘of yi f pli 2a 


: booditollt te al eb saedeesd el rol efit ued saplato 


ova HOT Teale OUR ug hart Pe. ahd ed gel vaive 
orl do? it spits a bin 


: yt he 
Ww j i » yg) » Laeabne dei) mi h4 A c 14 vi sali - at? "UD ; 

omy ‘vVitereqeras £6 Yd netbiyotwy Joel pits 
q2ae% aivenhantins aly: t i a toetong @ fewe al Tome 


6 
ejeettdetev@ entries0O> One + 


Serta 


| i | | + on? RHO omak ~ eTHS WOME: 
y 7 ee, . oY 2 Be 1 34 bluoda lin hive 
vi . ia Agiiin wom owt sty wuts ‘| @aeh von , ees) af 
i tee r v ‘ ' 70 stages ? jot} 


i is I Ai 
' é (onions PF Tals Lt 
web | av tinobnoge 


We ne at (A 1B) oheared ws vitueldis aA (Jost 


iT 4 BAG 7 g' OOS YR SaZVON WO MOTUS I ATES 


1” tO wet yin awio vlala? 31 monges ofd bas be aN 
ho. pinos ttiw vo wie doltauisenos att ab eonelraqee Duet 

y Pe | 
Le, aL ai 3) «bop here a3 0) 75 


- Gr 
rashbmugen) yd. hetemecaratny yfeaorp 


Vanda 


ture a beta: 


ye ve OVIVON » 
oa 


¥ er yn 
Ar Cy 


’ | yous 


: 


- 17 B- 


ognized tenure on the land and are resistant to leaving the area. Of the 
total, at least 6 houses will have to be replaced, at least 5 will have to 
be enlarged, and 4 or 5 will need some repairs or improvements. Improve- 
ments or repairs that will need most immediate attention will have to be 
roofs, foundations or basements, windows, chimneys, flooring, and interior 
and exterior walls. Water supply, heating, cooking, and sleeping facil- 


ities should also receive some attention. 
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MEMORANDUR 


OUR RIEE NO: 


From: F, C. Colborne, YOUR FILE NO:: 
Chairman, 
Alberta Housing Corporation, 
Room 224, Legislative Building 


TO: DATE: May 27 7\ 
Honourable R. A. Speaker, Sh RS 


Chairman, 
Human Resources Development Authority, 
Room 323, Legislative Building 


At the last meeting of the Alberta Housing Corporation 


an application from Mr. Catto of ae Beaver requested 
our participation in a building program at Conklin for Native 
people. A copy of the Housing ee assessment of the 
application is eopeandec herewith. 


Before proceeding to finalize the epplication, it was 
suggested that the Authority should undertake a survey ‘of the 
Conklin area to determine the viability of the Corporation 


POR ON Rak ana ME SP petevren 


expending funds in the z area to provide “housing. 


ft is requested therefore, that H.R.D.A. undertake the 
ce . 
study es soon as possible. 
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D. B;. Haxtord eutiee 
Executive Assistant Sa 
1a eel beg 

228 Legislative Building 


Vo Te, Janssen aye. dune. 2, 
Head 

Researcn ~ H.R.D»A. 

214 Terrace Building 


Ree fous ING was. Conklan 


Su ee a 


I have discussed the attached request from the Hon. F. C. Colborne 
with a Bigam. It does raise certain larger implications in terms 
on the ‘growth centre”. concevt. 

As I believe you have access to some considerable amount of back- 


ground material on this particular area in No 
I would appreciate your assistance in presaring 
fe) 


prez Ma Leoly Tor 
Hr. over noltgerJsto send io fre Colborne as soon as possible. 


Yourmeay vd Leo wish. <co. contact Mr..Orysiuk Jnotais regard. 
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